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Nature’s Inspirations
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Johansson in no rush to marry
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E

nsconced in the deep
recesses of Goa’s verdant nature in Bali,
artist Mohan Naik’s inspirations are continually
drawn from this vibrant
source. In his fifties today,
he is an artist to reckon
with having carved out a
distinctive and unique niche
for himself in the world of
art, both nationally and internationally. What defines
his art is his rootedness in
nature; his focus on the
basic experiences of a simple village life; his closeness
and fondness for livestock
as companions; his vision
of an ideal rural world and
his belief in his own ability
to portray through his art
a constantly evolving yet
characteristically stylized
depiction of this harmonious world.
”I am born and living in
an isolated village which is
full of nature, also animals
form a huge part of village
life which are reflected in
my paintings,” avers Naik,
However, the changing scenario in the villages has
had an impact on his paintings as well. “The things in
village have changed and
changing now with a great
speed, however I have my
memories of past to live
with and paint with. Although I have painted nature and animals and the
village life more, I have
also painted some paintings
going out of the way,” he
adds, as he works out of
his studio in Cuncolim.
But Naik has continued
to forge ahead, his art
speaking in volumes of the
hard work and continuous
practice that brought about
his distinctive achievements. “I started at a time
when art was at its nascent
stage in Goa. There were
no art galleries or any avail-
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ability of art material or
media support for that matter, unlike today. In spite
of all difficulties I continued
and created my distinctive
style,” says this artist whose
art works were among five
Indian artists selected to
be shown in the UK in
1996, an opportunity he
counts among his biggest
achievements.
A Fine Arts graduate,
Naik has also held 15 solo
shows and 30 group exhibitions in India and abroad
in addition to participating
in various art camps and
auctions. But true to his
craft and love of nature,
he still enjoys turning to
memories and experiences
in Goa as resources for his
paintings. “My inspirations
have come from Indian
miniature paintings and
some old masters from In-

What defines Naik’s
art is his rootedness in
nature; his focus on
the basic experiences
of a simple village life
and his closeness and
fondness for livestock
as companions.

dia and the West like as
Amrita Sher-Gill, M F Hussain, B Prabha, Pablo Picasso,” he says.
Defining his style as figurative, his works invariably
import a warm, glowing
yet vibrant blend of shapes,
colours and figures that are
drawn from the ‘peace’ he
finds within nature. It is this
aspect he points out that

created the universal appeal
to his paintings. However,
he is keen that the viewer
draws their own interpretations of his art. “It is the
feeling created through the
composition and the colours
which is more important
and I would like the viewers
to feel it. I use warm colours,
which create a warm and
happy feeling in my paint-

ing. Some call me a happy
painter,” says this artist
whose generosity of spirit
and enthusiasm is as large
as his art.
In his new series which
he will be showcasing
shortly, he inevitably returns to pastoral life in the
village. “It fascinates me
more than any other subject,” he reiterates.

Age is just a number for
this gentleman who is channelling his creative energies
into concentrating more on
experimenting to further
develop his style and go
deeper into the soul of art.
(Mohan Naik will be exhibiting his new series at
Carpe Diem, Majorda from
January 25, 2014 onwards)
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N

asik is for centuries a pilgrimage centre
for Hindus on the bank of Godavari
River in Maharashtra near Bombay,
now Mumbai. It is one of the holy places
among five other in India and it is called
'western kashi’'. For centuries it is a salvation
place for people of Hindu faith. Nasik has
Hindu temples, ancient cave of Buddhism
and Jainism. Lots of activities around year go
on the bank of Godavari River therefore
Antonio Xavier Trindade and his contemporaries choose this place to do outdoor studies.
Trindade visited this place many times and it
inspired him to do watercolours as it was one
of the subjects for study at J.J. School of Art
at that time. Hanuman Kambli will talk on this
subject as well other mythological aspects of
the place.
Hanuman Kambli is one of India’s foremost
printmakers. He is an outstanding artist, painter,
and teacher, trained in the area of printmaking
as well as oil and watercolour painting and his
works have been exhibited in major centres in
India and globally in countries such as Egypt,
Brazil, Japan, Cuba, Germany, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Spain, Poland, Norway, Taiwan, Portugal,
the United Kingdom, the United States of
America, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Australia.
His works address his personal experiences of
India mythology and philosophy. Since 1983,
he has taught art at the Goa College of Art.
(Fundação Oriente, Fontainhas, Panjim is
organising ‘Gallery talk on Trindade’ by Hanuman Kambli on January 25, 2014 at 4.30pm)

Walking for a cause
Two Englishmen are
on a seven- day walk
to raise money for a
little school in
Mandrem. DIANA
FERNANDES catches
up with the duo
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Heat Break: The sea at Candolim is a welcome respite from the heat
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T

he tiNai Ecofilm Festival is
a unique one which integrates and mutually benefits
academics and the film industry.
It has the distinction of being
one the first of its kind academically held film festival. The twoday green film festival will cover
a range of ecological/ environmental issues based films both
from India and other countries.
TEFF-2014 will also hold competition in two categories of films
- short documentary and feature-length documentary films
alongside screening some twenty
ecofilms, holding four workshops
on film-related topics, film screening-on-demand, a panel discussion on ecology/films and stalls
showcasing products made with
an ecological consciousness. Em-

inent environmentalist Madhav
Gadgil, BBC-Canada documentary filmmaker Mathieu Roy and
celebrated ecocritic Nirmal Selvamony are some of the confirmed speakers who will enrich
the audience of TEFF-2014. As
pre-event to TEFF-2014, workshops on Ecofilm appreciation
have been conducted across
some of the colleges in Goa in
order to encourage local participation in the festival.

The department of Humanities
and Social Sciences, BITS, Pilani
- K. K. Birla Goa Campus in collaboration with tiNai: An organisation for promoting Ecocriticism,
Kuala Lumpur Ecofiilm Festival,
Malaysia, and Centre for Environment Education, Goa along
with a host of other bodies is organising is organising this Tinai
Ecofilm Festival (TEFF), on 31
January and 1 February, 2014
at BITS-Goa campus.

A

ndy Burns and Henry Dixon
have long been regular tourists
visiting the scenic shores of Goa’s
beaches. This time around, however,
they’re doing a little more than just
sightseeing. The duo which hails from
UK, have taken to walking from Pollem,
along the Karnataka border in the south
to Tiracol Fort in the north to raise
money for a Our Lady of Rosary school
in Mandrem.
The 150 kilometre Great Goan Walk
estimated to take around seven days
began on January 17 from Pollem to
Betul. Betul to Bogmalo was day two’s
itinerary and yesterday’s was a transfer
to Caranzalem, a walk from Caranzalem
to Marriott, Panjim, a boat ride to Sinquerim and a walk from there on to
Baga. Day five includes a walk from
Baga to Siolim and Siolim to Morjim
and to finally culminate with a walk
from Morjim to Tiracol fort on day six.
Dixon who runs an international marketing consultancy in Manchester and
Burns, a Chartered Accountant and
Chairman of a London media consultancy loved the idea of walking to the
sight of beautiful terrains, estuaries,
headlands and beaches and instinctively
decided on the walk. They’ve also been

part of the UK charity group Give A
Book and have been working with the
Our Lady of Rosary school in the village
of Mandrem. They helped the school in
building a library and now plan to use
the funds raised to help with computer
equipment and other vitally needed
basic school resources.
“We’ve been very privileged in ever
way, so we thought of some way of
giving it back,” says Dixon while Burns
adds, “We got to know the place and
interact with the students, so we knew it
was a nice thing to do.”
The main aim however, is to highlight
the importance of education in today’s
world. “The modern world is so focused
on those skills, manual labour is reduced
and the need for people to understand
technology has increased. If you can’t
read and write, you can’t get anywhere,”
says Burns.
“Education and literacy is at the heart
of everything. If you aren’t literate, you
don’t have a job, you don’t have a job,

you don’t have any money. If you don’t
have a job you have problems with
your children and what grown ups do,
they get into crime. So for me literacy is
at the heart of everything. Without it
nothing can happen,” adds Dixon.
Walking they say, is something the
British are culturally born with and that
combined with the friendly Goan atmosphere was the perfect setting. “Culturally, we British walk a lot. Walking is
a very big pass time in the UK. There is
a clear start and finish here in Goa because it isn’t very big. Also, people here
realise what it is we are doing and have
generally been so helpful with giving
directions,” says Dixon who finds the
Goa walk much shorter and hotter compared to his 600 mile walk for cancer in
the UK a couple of years ago.
The Englishmen have managed to
get donations from many of their UK
supporters some of whom include Investec, Concise Media, UHY Hacker
Young and Green People.

